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Qaracha Khan was threatened that a similar fate would befall his
son if the siege was not lifted. Two sons of Mohasib Beg were
tied to the stakes and suspended by ropes from the castle wall.
The wife of Bapus Khan was given over to the rabble in the bazar
to be dishonoured. The wife of Muhammad Qasim Mochi* and
also some other ladies were suspended by their breasts from the
battlements in a savage bid to break the morale of the Mughal
army. When these brutalities failed to dispirit the enemy, Kamran
played what he considered to be his trump card: he ordered Akbar
to be exposed on that part of the rampart where the bombard-
ment was the heaviest. Many a cannon-ball fell to the prince's right
and left, but none mercifully hit him. Abul Fazl's discription of
Akbar's miraculous escape bears quotation:
When this evil act (the exposure of Akbar) was practised, the
hands of the masksmen trembled, the arrows flew crooked, and
the stocks of steel and stone congealed- Sambal Khan, master
of the imperial artillery felt his ardour grow cold and wondered
what had happened to him. He also noticed with surprise that
the shots of musketeers known for their accuracy were going
far off their mask. This miracle was noticed by everybody.
When Sambal Khan looked at the ramparts of the castle, his
vision quickened and he recognised His Majesty the Shahinshah.
The horror of the sight almost drove the souls out of the bodies
of the gunners, and they all become listless. In a moment, he
ordered the firing to stop. Wherever God's protection stands
sentinel over His chosen one, what power has human strategem
to do him harm?
When Humayun came to know of the means chosen by Kamran
to save the garrison from the fate that awaited it, he ordered that
"bombardment should be discontinued. Instead, he resorted to a
blockade so tight as to "deny access to the fort even to an ant." The
.siege lasted seven months before Kamran, realizing the futility of
further resistance, fled along with his son Ibrahim and daughter
Habiba.
*Muhammad Qasim Mochi was Humayun's superintendent of prisons.
It was he who carried out Humayun's order to strangle Yadgar-Nasir
Hirza to death.